
CONSTITUTION 

FOR 

ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL EMPLOYEES UNION 

AFSCME LOCAL 626 

ARTICLE I 
NAME 

The name o f t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n s h a l l be A r c h i t e c t o f t h e 
C a p i t o l E m p l o y e e s U n i o n , L o c a l Number 626 o f t h e A m e r i c a n 
F e d e r a t i o n o f S t a t e , C o u n t y and M u n i c i p a l E m p l o y e e s , AFL-CIO. 

ARTICLE I I 
AFFILIATIONS 

S e c t i o n 1. T h i s l o c a l u n i o n s h a l l be a f f i l i a t e d w i t h t h e C a p i t a l 
A r e a C o u n c i l o f F e d e r a l E m p l o y e e s ( D . C . ) , C o u n c i l #26 o f t h e 
A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n o f S t a t e , C o u n t y a n d M u n i c i p a l E m p l o y e e s ; a n d 
t h e W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. C e n t r a l L a b o r C o u n c i l o f t h e AFL-CIO. 

ARTICLE I I I 
OBJECTIVES 

The o b j e c t i v e s of t h i s l o c a l u n i o n s h a l l be t o c a r r y o u t o n a 
l o c a l b a s i s t h e o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n o f S t a t e , 
C o u n t y a n d M u n i c i p a l E m p l o y e e s . 

ARTICLE IV 
MEMBERSHIP AND DUES 

S e c t i o n 1. A l l e m p l o y e e s o f t h e a r c h i t e c t o f t h e C a p i t o l , 
W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. a r e e l i g i b l e f o r m embership i n t h i s l o c a l u n i o n , 
s u b j e c t t o t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e I n t e r n a 
t i o n a l U n i o n . 

S e c t i o n 2. A p p l i c a t i o n f o r membership s h a l l be made o n a 
s t a n d a r d a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m . U n l e s s s u c h f o r m i n c l u d e s a v a l i d 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n f o r p a y r o l l d e d u c t i o n o f d u e s , t h e a p p l i c a t i o n s h a l l 
be a c c o m p a n i e d b y t h e c u r r e n t month's d u e s . 

S e c t i o n 3. The b i - w e e k l y membership dues o f t h e l o c a l s h a l l be 
a t l e a s t $8.65, o r .0065% o f t h e g r o s s b i - w e e k l y s a l a r y , w h i c h e v e r 
i s g r e a t e r . The dues w i l l be a d j u s t e d a u t o m a t i c a l l y t h e f i r s t p a y 
p e r i o d of J a n u a r y e v e r y y e a r i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h A r t i c l e I X , 
S e c t i o n 6 o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i o n C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

S e c t i o n 4. Me m b e r s h i p dues s h a l l be p a y a b l e m o n t h l y i n a d v a n c e 
t o t h e l o c a l s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r a n d i n a n y e v e n t s h a l l be p a i d 
n o t l a t e r t h a n t h e 1 5 t h d a y o f t h e month i n w h i c h t h e y become due. 
Any member who f a i l s t o p a y dues b y t h e 1 5 t h d a y o f t h e month i n 
w h i c h t h e y become due s h a l l be c o n s i d e r e d d e l i n q u e n t , a n d u p o n 
f a i l u r e t o p a y dues f o r two c o n s e c u t i v e months s h a l l s t a n d s u s 
p e n d e d. P r o v i d e d , however, t h a t a ny p e r s o n who i s p a y i n g d u e s 
t h r o u g h a s y s t e m o f r e g u l a r p a y r o l l d e d u c t i o n s h a l l f o r s o l o n g a s 
s u c h p e r s o n c o n t i n u e s t o p a y t h r o u g h s u c h d e d u c t i o n method, be 
c o n s i d e r e d i n good s t a n d i n g . 

S e c t i o n 5. A member s u s p e n d e d u n d e r t h e above s e c t i o n may be 
r e i n s t a t e d t o membership i n t h e l o c a l on payment o f a l l a r r e a r a g e s 
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or upon payment of a r e i n s t a t e m e n t fee of $25.00 p l u s t he c u r r e n t 
month's dues. 

ARTICLE V 
MEETINGS 

S e c t i o n 1. Reg u l a r meetings of t h i s l o c a l s h a l l be h e l d once 
each month, a t a time and p l a c e t o be f i x e d by the membership o r 
the l o c a l e x e c u t i v e board. 

S e c t i o n 2. S p e c i a l meetings may be c a l l e d by the l o c a l p r e s i 
dent, the l o c a l e x e c u t i v e board, o r by p e t i t i o n f i l e d w i t h t he 
p r e s i d e n t and s i g n e d by 50 members of the l o c a l . S p e c i a l meetings 
may a l s o be c a l l e d by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l P r e s i d e n t o r by an 
a u t h o r i z e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l P r e s i d e n t . 

S e c t i o n 3. The quorum f o r meetings of t h i s l o c a l s h a l l be 25 
members i n good s t a n d i n g . 

ARTICLE VI 
OFFICERS, NOMINATIONS, AND ELECTIONS 

S e c t i o n 1. The o f f i c e r s of t h i s l o c a l s h a l l be a p r e s i d e n t , a 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t , a r e c o r d i n g s e c r e t a r y , a s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r , a 
c h i e f steward, and s i x e x e c u t i v e board members, and thes e e l e v e n 
s h a l l c o n s t i t u t e the l o c a l u n i o n e x e c u t i v e board. I n a d d i t i o n , 
t h e r e s h a l l be e l e c t e d t h r e e members who s h a l l s e r v e as t r u s t e e s . 
The t r u s t e e s s h a l l be e l e c t e d t o t h r e e - y e a r terms of o f f i c e , 
except i n the i n i t i a l e l e c t i o n , one s h a l l be e l e c t e d f o r a one-
ye a r term, one f o r a two-year term, and one f o r a t h r e e - y e a r term. 
A l l o t h e r o f f i c e r s s h a l l be e l e c t e d f o r a term of two y e a r s i n the 
odd-numbered y e a r s . A l l o f f i c e r s s h a l l be e l e c t e d a t - l a r g e , w i t h 
the e x c e p t i o n of the e x e c u t i v e board members. The e x e c u t i v e board 
members s h a l l be e l e c t e d i n the f o l l o w i n g manner: one e x e c u t i v e 
board member s h a l l come from among the day and second s h i f t 
members at the U.S. House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ; one e x e c u t i v e b o a r d 
member s h a l l come from among the n i g h t s h i f t members a t t h e U.S. 
House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ; one e x e c u t i v e board member s h a l l come 
from among the day and second s h i f t members a t the U.S. Senate; 
one e x e c u t i v e board member s h a l l come from among the n i g h t s h i f t 
members a t the U.S. Senate; one e x e c u t i v e board member s h a l l come 
from among the day and second s h i f t members a t the U.S. C a p i t o l ; 
and one e x e c u t i v e board member s h a l l come from among n i g h t s h i f t 
members a t the U.S. C a p i t o l . 

S e c t i o n 2. Nominations s h a l l be made a t a r e g u l a r o r s p e c i a l 
meeting of the l o c a l . At l e a s t f i f t e e n days' advance n o t i c e s h a l l 
be g i v e n the membership p r i o r t o the n o m i n a t i o n meeting. A 
nom i n a t i n g committee may be a p p o i n t e d o r e l e c t e d t o make nomina
t i o n s , but whether o r not such n o m i n a t i n g committee i s used, 
nominations s h a l l be p e r m i t t e d from the f l o o r a t the n o m i n a t i o n 
meeting. A l l r e g u l a r e l e c t i o n s s h a l l be h e l d i n the month o f 
February. 

S e c t i o n 3. To be e l i g i b l e f o r o f f i c e , a member must be i n good 
s t a n d i n g f o r one ye a r immediately p r e c e d i n g the e l e c t i o n , except 
i n the i n i t i a l e l e c t i o n h e l d i n t h i s l o c a l ; p r o v i d e d , however, 
t h a t no r e t i r e d member s h a l l be a c a n d i d a t e f o r o f f i c e . F o r a 
member who i s t r a n s f e r r e d o r promoted i n t o t h i s l o c a l from a n o t h e r 
AFSCME l o c a l , t h i s requirement s h a l l be s a t i s f i e d i f such member's 
combined membership i n good s t a n d i n g i n b o t h l o c a l s i s one y e a r a t 
the time of e l e c t i o n . 

S e c t i o n 4. O f f i c e r s s h a l l be e l e c t e d by s e c r e t b a l l o t v o t e , and 
the b a l l o t i n g s h a l l be so conducted as t o a f f o r d t o a l l members a 
rea s o n a b l e o p p o r t u n i t y t o v o t e . At l e a s t f i f t e e n days' advance 
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n o t i c e s h a l l be g i v e n the membership p r i o r t o the h o l d i n g of the 
e l e c t i o n . 

S e c t i o n 5. A l l ma t t e r s c o n c e r n i n g n ominations and e l e c t i o n s i n 
t h i s l o c a l u n i o n s h a l l be s u b j e c t t o the p r o v i s i o n s o f Appendix D, 
e n t i t l e d E l e c t i o n s Code, of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

S e c t i o n 6. Va c a n c i e s i n o f f i c e s h a l l be f i l l e d f o r the remainder 
of the u n e x p i r e d term by vot e of the e x e c u t i v e board. 

S e c t i o n 7. Every o f f i c e r s h a l l , upon assuming o f f i c e , s u b s c r i b e 
t o the O b l i g a t i o n of an O f f i c e r c o n t a i n e d i n Appendix B o f the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

ARTICLE VII 
DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD 

S e c t i o n 1. The p r e s i d e n t s h a l l : 

a. p r e s i d e at a l l meetings of the l o c a l u n i o n and o f the 
e x e c u t i v e board. 

b. be a member of a l l committees except e l e c t i o n commit
t e e s . 

c. c o u n t e r s i g n a l l checks drawn a g a i n s t the funds o f the 
l o c a l . 

d. a p p o i n t a l l s t a n d i n g committees and a l l s p e c i a l 
committees of the l o c a l , s u b j e c t t o the a p p r o v a l o f the 
e x e c u t i v e board. 

e. r e p o r t p e r i o d i c a l l y t o the membership r e g a r d i n g the 
p r o g r e s s and s t a n d i n g of the l o c a l and r e g a r d i n g the 
p r e s i d e n t ' s o f f i c i a l a c t s . 

S e c t i o n 2. The v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s h a l l : 

a. a s s i s t the p r e s i d e n t i n the work of the p r e s i d e n t ' s 
o f f i c e . 

b. i n the absence of the p r e s i d e n t o r i n the p r e s i d e n t ' s 
i n a b i l i t y t o se r v e , p r e s i d e a t a l l meetings and p e r f o r m 
a l l d u t i e s o t h e r w i s e performed by the p r e s i d e n t . 

c. upon a p p r o v a l by the l o c a l e x e c u t i v e board, be 
a u t h o r i z e d t o a c t as c o - s i g n e r of checks drawn on the 
l o c a l funds i n p l a c e of e i t h e r the p r e s i d e n t o r the 
s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r . 

S e c t i o n 3. The r e c o r d i n g s e c r e t a r y s h a l l : 

a. keep a r e c o r d of the p r o c e e d i n g s o f a l l membership 
meetings and of a l l e x e c u t i v e board meetings. 

b. c a r r y on the o f f i c i a l correspondence o f the l o c a l , 
except as the e x e c u t i v e board may d i r e c t o t h e r w i s e . 

c. p e r f o r m such o t h e r d u t i e s as the e x e c u t i v e b o a r d may 
r e q u i r e . 

S e c t i o n 4. The s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r s h a l l : 

a. r e c e i v e and r e c e i p t f o r a l l monies o f the l o c a l u n i o n . 
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b. d e p o s i t a l l money so r e c e i v e d i n the name of the l o c a l 
u n i o n i n a bank o r banks s e l e c t e d by the e x e c u t i v e 
board, and money so d e p o s i t e d s h a l l be withdrawn o n l y 
by check s i g n e d by the p r e s i d e n t and the s e c r e t a r y -
t r e a s u r e r . 

c. p r e p are and s i g n checks f o r such purposes as are 
r e q u i r e d by the c o n s t i t u t i o n o r are a u t h o r i z e d by the 
membership o r the e x e c u t i v e board. 

d. prepare and submit the monthly membership r e p o r t t o the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union o f f i c e and see t h a t a check i s 
drawn i n payment of the l o c a l ' s p e r c a p i t a t a x each 
month and sent t o the I n t e r n a t i o n a l S e c r e t a r y -
T r e a s u r e r . 

e. keep an a c c u r a t e r e c o r d of r e c e i p t s and di s b u r s e m e n t s 
and s h a l l , once each month, submit t o the membership a 
monthly o p e r a t i n g statement of the f i n a n c i a l t r a n s a c 
t i o n s of the l o c a l f o r the p r e v i o u s month. 

f. a c t as c u s t o d i a n of a l l p r o p e r t i e s of the l o c a l u n i o n . 

g. g i v e a s u r e t y bond f o r an amount t o be f i x e d by the 
e x e c u t i v e board of the l o c a l u n i o n , a t the expense of 
the l o c a l u n i o n and through the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union. 

h. see t h a t any f i n a n c i a l r e p o r t s r e q u i r e d by the I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l Union C o n s t i t u t i o n t o be s u b m i t t e d t o the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union are s u b m i t t e d i n accordance w i t h 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

S e c t i o n 5. The C h i e f Steward s h a l l : 

a. be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r c o o r d i n a t i n g the work of a l l o f the 
l o c a l ' s shop stewards. 

b. g i v e monthly r e p o r t s t o the l o c a l u n i o n membership and 
the e x e c u t i v e board on the s t a t u s of g r i e v a n c e s f i l e d . 

c. r e p r e s e n t the l o c a l u n i o n i n meetings as d i r e c t e d by 
the e x e c u t i v e board. 

S e c t i o n 6. The t r u s t e e s s h a l l make o r cause t o be made a t l e a s t 
s e m i - a n n u a l l y an a u d i t of the f i n a n c e s of the l o c a l , i n c l u d i n g the 
f i n a n c e s c o n c e r n i n g any h e a l t h and w e l f a r e , p e n s i o n , i n s u r a n c e o r 
o t h e r b e n e f i t programs c o v e r i n g members of such l o c a l , and s h a l l 
r e p o r t t o the membership on the r e s u l t s of such a u d i t . 

S e c t i o n 7. The e x e c u t i v e board s h a l l be the g o v e r n i n g body o f 
the l o c a l u n i o n except when meetings of the l o c a l u n i o n a r e i n 
s e s s i o n . A l l m a t t e r s a f f e c t i n g the p o l i c i e s , aims and means of 
a c c o m p l i s h i n g the purposes of the l o c a l not s p e c i f i c a l l y p r o v i d e d 
f o r i n t h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n o r by a c t i o n of the membership a t a 
r e g u l a r o r s p e c i a l meeting s h a l l be d e c i d e d by the e x e c u t i v e 
board. The board s h a l l meet a t the c a l l of the p r e s i d e n t o r of a 
m a j o r i t y of the members of the board. A r e p o r t on a l l a c t i o n s 
t a k e n by the e x e c u t i v e board s h a l l be made t o the membership a t 
the next f o l l o w i n g meeting. A m a j o r i t y of the members of t h e 
e x e c u t i v e board s h a l l be r e q u i r e d f o r a quorum. 
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ARTICLE VI I I 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

S e c t i o n 1. T h i s l o c a l u n i o n s h a l l at a l l times be s u b j e c t t o the 
p r o v i s i o n s of the c o n s t i t u t i o n of the American F e d e r a t i o n o f 
S t a t e , County and M u n i c i p a l Employees. 

S e c t i o n 2. Except t o the e x t e n t s p e c i f i e d i n t h i s c o n s t i t u 
t i o n , no o f f i c e r of the l o c a l u n i o n s h a l l have the power t o a c t as 
agent f o r o r o t h e r w i s e b i n d the l o c a l u n i o n i n any way whatsoever. 
No member o r group of members o r o t h e r p e r s o n o r persons s h a l l 
have the power t o a c t on b e h a l f of o r o t h e r w i s e b i n d the l o c a l 
u n i o n except t o the e x t e n t s p e c i f i c a l l y a u t h o r i z e d i n w r i t i n g by 
the p r e s i d e n t of the l o c a l u n i o n o r by the e x e c u t i v e board o f the 
l o c a l u n i o n . 

S e c t i o n 3 . Robert's Rules of Order, R e v i s e d , s h a l l be the 
guide i n a l l cases t o which they are a p p l i c a b l e and i n which t h e y 
are not i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n and s p e c i a l r u l e s o f 
t h i s l o c a l u n i o n o r of the American F e d e r a t i o n of S t a t e , County 
and M u n i c i p a l Employees. 

ARTICLE IX 
AMENDMENTS 

T h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n may be amended, r e v i s e d , o r o t h e r w i s e 
changed by a m a j o r i t y v o t e of the members v o t i n g on such proposed 
change and such change s h a l l t ake e f f e c t o n l y upon w r i t t e n 
a p p r o v a l of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l P r e s i d e n t . Proposed amendments t o 
t h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n must be re a d a t a r e g u l a r o r s p e c i a l meeting o f 
the l o c a l u n i o n and read and v o t e d on a t a subsequent meeting o f 
the l o c a l u n i o n , adequate and pr o p e r n o t i c e h a v i n g been g i v e n t o 
the membership p r i o r t o the date on which the v o t e i s t a k e n . A 
w r i t t e n copy of the proposed amendment s h a l l be f u r n i s h e d t o 
ever y e l i g i b l e v o t e r at the meeting a t which the v o t e i s t a k e n . 

APPROVED BY: 


